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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 2004–2013 — YIELD LEVELS 

248. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Forestry:  

(1) Given that the average annual allowance cut for a sustainable yield of karri bole logs—other than first 
and second grade sawlogs—is 117 000 cubic metres, will the minister confirm that this amount set 
under the “Forest Management Plan 2004–2013”, has been exceeded every year since the FMP came 
into operation by amounts that vary from 23 719 cubic metres, or 20 per cent, in 2005–06 to 41 341 
cubic metres, or 35 per cent, in 2006–07? 

(2) Why has this unsustainable level of cut been allowed to persist for five years? 

(3) Does this unsustainable level of cut mean that — 

(a) the karri forest is being over cut by 20 to 35 per cent; 

(b) the FMP is not being complied with; and 

(c) Western Australia does not have ecologically sustainable forest management? 

(4) Will the minister ensure that the Forest Products Commission advises Australian Forestry Standard 
Limited of its failure to comply with the FMP and ascertain whether this constitutes a breach of the 
Australian Forest Certification Scheme for sustainable forest management that requires a suspension of 
the FPC’s certificate, AFS–01–21–13?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Yes. The annual quantity of karri other bole volume has been greater than 117 000 cubic metres in each 
year since 2004. 

(2) It has been recognised that there are inconsistencies in the forest management plan. I refer to the 
Department of Environment and Conservation’s “Supplemental Advice to the Conservation 
Commission covering the causes for the higher level of karri other bole volume”. As part (1) of the 
question points out, the FMP in action 11.1 specifies a maximum quantity of karri other bole volume 
that is available each year. At the same time, under action 16, to realise the productive capacity of the 
forest, the FMP requires FPC and DEC to develop schedules for the treatment of stands of trees to 
promote growth of timber that can be used to produce sawlogs, and requires that those treatments are 
undertaken. The DEC supplemental advice indicates that the average available quantities for karri other 
bole volume in the FMP are no longer correct because much greater yields are being realised from 
scheduled operations when compared with original predictions. DEC’s advice is that this is because of 
the following: higher yields in thinned regrowth stands due to a higher proportion of karri in the karri–
marri mix than was forecast; higher yields in thinned regrowth stands due to higher site quality stands 
being thinned than was forecast; higher yields from two-tiered stands due to a larger area being 
harvested than forecast; an increase in the minimum size of sawlogs being accepted from first thinnings 
in regrowth stands; inclusion of some crown wood—not bole wood—in the recorded level of 
production; and inclusion of some regrowth marri in the recorded level of production. DEC 
recommended that, due to the range of factors where forest yields have improved, the upper limit of 
yield should increase to 170 000 cubic metres per annum. DEC also states that this will have a positive 
effect on future karri sawlog supply. 

(3) (a) No.  

(b) There are two actions in the FMP that cannot both be complied with. Choosing to comply with 
action 16.1 is entirely in the spirit of the FMP, and DEC’s supplemental advice supports this. 

(c) No. Western Australia’s forest practices conform with the requirements of ecologically 
sustainable forest management, and its forest products are certified to meet the Australian 
forestry standard.  

(4) No.  
 


